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CHAPTER III.
THE SEPOY REVOLT.
SOME account must now be given of the state of India at
the period when the events of this story took place, and
especially it will be necessary to relate the chief circum-
stances connected with the formidable revolt of the
sepoys.
The Honourable East India Company, called some-
times by the nickname of " John Company," was founded
in 1600, in the reign of Elizabeth, in the midst of a popu-
lation of two hundred millions, inhabiting the sacred land
of Aryavarta.
Their first title was merely " The Governor and Com-
pany of Merchants of London trading to the East Indies,"
and at their head was placed the Duke of Cumberland,
About this time the power of the Portuguese, which till
then had been very great in the Indies, began to diminish.
Of this the English immediately took advantage, and
made their first attempt at a political and military adminis-